SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 9th March 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.












S M Foster
19th January 2009







Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    










(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

4.  Minutes








To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 26th January 2009 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 16th February 2009. 
5. Fun Fair request
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

6. Mobile Libraries and Library Link Services
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

7. Annual Report/Newsletter Distribution

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

8. White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground


To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.
9. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

10. Request to use Beeston Green

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

11. The Power of Wellbeing

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

12. Continuity of service in Central Bedfordshire

To receive and consider communication from Mr Martin Freeman.
13. Premises Sub-Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Premises Sub-Committee meeting held on Monday 9th February 2009.

14. Market Management Sub-Committee
To receive and consider the minutes of the Meeting of the Market Management Sub-Committee meeting held on Friday 20th February 2009.

*15. Sandy Car Park

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

16. Press release
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5. Fun Fair request

A request has been received from H Harris Amusements to be allowed to hold a fun fair on the Pinnacle field on the dates 11th – 17th May 2009.  The field was previously used as a venue for both fairs and circuses until the entrance was blocked in order to prevent unauthorised access.

Last year the permanent bollards blocking the access were removed and replaced with retractable ones to allow access for the Town Council’s new tractor, thus also allowing access for other vehicles.

Mr Jonathan Pym has been contacted in order to get the opinion of the landowner and he has no objections to the field being used in this way once more.
(Members are requested to consider their response to the request and if granted whether a fee should be charged and its amount).
6. Mobile Libraries and Library Link Services 

A letter has been received from Mr Barry George, Head of Library Services, with the information that the Mobile Libraries and Library Link Services are being reorganised in line with the new Unitary Boundaries.  This will mean changes of routes from early April.   A consultation exercise is not being undertaken but details of the new routes can be found on www.bedfordshire.gov.uk under Library.
(Information for noting only)
7. Annual Report/Newsletter Distribution

The Annual Report/Newsletter is distributed each year by Council Members to all households and businesses in Sandy and Beeston.  It contains the notice and agenda for the Annual Town Meeting held each year in April.  This year it is to be held on Monday 27th April 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Education Room at the Jenkins Pavilion, Sunderland Road.

In order to allow time for resolutions to the meeting and nominations for the Mayor’s Award the booklet need to be distributed by Monday 14th April. They will be available to Members by Friday 27th March 2009.
The distribution list has not been changed since last year (Copy attached). 

(Information only)
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8. White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground
The Town Council Groundstaff mark out the pitch at Bedford Road Recreation Ground for a charge made to Sandy Football Club.  At present this charge is £13.50 plus Vat.  This charge has never formed part of the Estimates process, being reviewed during the year.

The current review has revealed that the charge needs to be increased by around 5% taking it to £14.20 plus Vat.

(Members are requested to consider if the charge should be increased in line with the recommendation and also, whether in future it should form part of the Estimates process).

9. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

Town Council’s objections to the reduction in opening hours of the railway station ticket office have received a reply from First capital Connect (Copy attached).

(Members are requested to consider what action (if any) they wish to take).

10. Request to use Beeston Green

Members will recall that last year Mid Beds District Council Play Rangers arranged a number of successful activity days in Bedford Road recreation Ground and on Beeston Green.  They have asked for permission to use Beeston Green on Wednesday 15th April 2009 to repeat the activities.

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to grant permission for Beeston Green to be used in this way).

11. The Power of Wellbeing

The provisions of the Power of Wellbeing, extending the power to Parish and Town Councils came into force on 31st December 2008. The Government has just published its guidance about the exercise of this power (Copy attached).
The power will enable eligible councils to do anything which they consider is likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of their area.  This includes, but is not limited to, incurring expenditure, providing staff, goods or services to any person, entering into partnership arrangements and carrying out the functions of other bodies.  The breadth of the power removes the need for local councils to rely on other legislation in order to take particular action.  Instead, local councils can look to 
the wellbeing power in the first instances.  It does not have spending limits but is restricted in that it cannot be used to circumvent prohibitions, restrictions or limitation set out in legislation.  Nor can it be used to specifically raise money.
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11. The Power of Wellbeing      (Cont)

The Power can be used in relation to, or for the benefit of, any one or more of the following categories:
· The whole of the council’s area
· A part of the council’s area
· All persons resident or present in the council’s area
· Any person resident or present in the council’s area

In order to use the power a Local Council will need to meet certain eligibility conditions and pass a resolution to that effect.  These are:

· A qualified clerk
· A minimum of two-thirds of vacancies on the council filled at the last ordinary elections
· Eighty per cent of Councillors trained in the use of the well-being power; and
· Published a statement of intent as to community engagement


Sandy Town Council fulfils the electoral criteria.  It also has a qualified Clerk; however, a supplementary section of the Certificate in Local Council Administration on the Power of Wellbeing will need to be passed in order for the Power to be used.  Should Members wish to become eligible to use the Power it is hoped that in-house training of Councillors will be obtained.  A statement of intent as to community engagement will be drafted shortly in any case as this is one of the new requirements for Quality Council status re-accreditation.

When the Council has met the prescribed conditions it must pass a resolution confirming this at a meeting of Full Council.  It will then be eligible to use the power until the day before the next annual meeting that is held by the Council in a year of ordinary elections, e.g. if passed this year it would last until May 2011.  It must then re-confirm its eligibility to use the Power (or take steps to become eligible again.  


(Members are requested to decide if they would like to pursue the necessary steps to fulfil the conditions of eligibility to use the Power of Wellbeing)
*15. Sandy Car Park

*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (6) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.
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